
Profile: Professor H. Peter Soyer 

“Clinical research takes time, dedication and commitment. I am passionate about my research and 

the key is persistence.” 

 

Professor H. Peter Soyer grew up in South Austria, 20 minutes from Italy on one side and the former 

Yugoslavia (today Slovenia) on the other, which probably helped develop his enthusiasm for travel 

from an early age. Prof Soyer’s best friend was, and still is, his 11-months younger brother and they 

enjoyed playing handball and tennis, but skiing most of all.  

At the age of 18, Prof Soyer moved to the university town of Graz, where his love and study of 

medicine began. After completion of medical school, he started an internship in general medicine 

and surgery in a small rural town surrounded by mountains.  

“I liked being actively involved with significant medical and surgical conditions and realised that I was 

not to be a skilled surgeon. We were put on rotation to the neurological and psychiatric divisions as 

well as the dermatological division of the hospital and I discovered that I am quite analytical. I like 

looking at all the criteria to find a diagnosis,” says Professor Soyer. 

Prof Soyer was appointed as the inaugural Chair in Dermatology by The University of Queensland 

(UQ) in 2007. He is currently the Director of the Dermatology Research Centre (DRC). Prof Soyer’s 

primary research focus is the early detection of melanoma using new technology and genomics and 

he has a team of about 30 researchers. 

Apart from his research, Prof Soyer is also an active member of the Australasian College of 

Dermatologists, serving on the Scientific Research, Academic Research and Editorial Committees. He 

works with patients as head of the Dermatology Department at the Princess Alexandra Hospital in 

Brisbane and has been on numerous outreach visits to rural locations in Far North Queensland. 

“I have a lot of complex patient cases sent to me. They may have seen a few other dermatologists 

before me and these colleagues want my feedback. I enjoy the challenge, although sometimes it can 

be difficult to deal with patient expectations.” 

“Teledermoscopy has the potential to change skin cancer screening. I would also like to understand 

more about genomics. Together with Professor Tarl Prow we have developed and patented a 

microbiopsy without the need for local anaesthetic and suturing, with the aim of performing 

molecular diagnosis for neoplastic and inflammatory skin conditions.” 



In his spare time, Prof Soyer enjoys travelling, mountain trekking and in 2006 he completed his first 

Ironman competition (Ironman Austria) following several years of training and has finished eight 

other marathons. He also likes listening to classical music and follows the Broncos and the Lions. 

 “During my career as academic dermatologist, I have been fortunate to see many parts of the world 

and make many friends in dermatology and beyond. My next holiday is two weeks with my wife, 

sons and brother to the Kimberley. I am happiest when I have just climbed to the summit of a 

mountain or completed some other physical activity, like the Climb for Cancer. Finishing the Ironman 

was an incredible experience.” 

“I am also happy when I complete some significant professional achievement, like the dermoscopy 

workshops I recently completed in Singapore, Hong Kong and Manila. My friends would say I work 

too much and need to slow down at my age, but I enjoy my work and don’t want to slow down.”  

Focus on clinical research 

Prof Peter Soyer has been working in clinical research in Australia for 10 years. His current research 

grants include: redesigning skin cancer early detection and care, determinants of progression of 

actinic keratoses to squamous cancer, predictors of mortality in thin melanomas, and work with the 

Centre of Excellence in Telehealth. Most recently, he has received five years of funding from the 

National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for the Centre of Research Excellence for 

the Study of Naevi. 

“Clinical research is all about multi-disciplinary teamwork. You discuss an idea with your peers and 

form research groups with expertise in different areas. The sum is greater than its parts- this is a 

concept that I like and try to live by. Clinical research takes time, dedication and commitment. I am 

passionate about my research and the key is persistence. We are very proud and thankful we have 

significant funding from competitive funding agencies, the Epiderm Foundation and from other 

philanthropy sources.” 

“My aim is to raise the profile of academic dermatology in Queensland and Australia. Just recently 

Professor David Whiteman and I initiated the Australian Skin and Skin Cancer (ASSC) Research Centre 

as a joint venture between UQ and the QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute. The ASSC has 

four tiers of research in skin, naevus, melanoma and keratinocyte cancer and is reaching significant 

critical mass as a skin and skin cancer research hub in Queensland.” 

“We are convincing colleagues of the value of clinical research for the future. Medical specialists are 

starting to realise how important clinical research is for progress in medicine and I am sure we will 

be part of such a paradigm shift over time, but it is harder to do this in smaller disciplines. We are 

encouraging registrars and particularly consultants to undertake a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or 

Master of Philosophy (MPhil) with the ultimate goal to embed research into the health service.”  

Fast facts 

Doctor-patient relationship style: Analytical. 

Special interests: Early detection of melanoma and teledermatology. 

Dream holiday destination: Lapland. 



Favourite movie: Action movies. 


