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ARE YOU GETTING THE BEST IN SKIN CANCER SURGERY? 
 
A new survey of General Practitioners (GPs) reveals that 36% of GPs report having a good knowledge 

of Mohs surgery.  

Mohs surgery is an advanced surgical technique that ensures complete removal of skin cancers, 

which is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in Australia, in hard to treat areas. Mohs surgery 

delivers the highest cure rate of all methods of skin cancer removal (over 95%).  

The survey was undertaken by the Australasian College of Dermatologists (ACD) to gain insight into 

the current perceptions of Mohs surgery within the primary care community. Mohs surgery is 

performed by specialist dermatologists who have undertaken further ACD-endorsed fellowship 

training in Mohs surgery, histopathology and skin reconstruction.  

Dr Eleni Yiasemides from the ACD says: “Mohs surgery gradually removes tumours in small slices, 

immediately examining each slice by pathology until all of the skin cancer is removed.  The surgery 

occurs over the course of a day and the excision is repaired on the same day. This method ensures 

the highest cure rate for basal cell carcinoma (BCC) and squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) and is 

generally most appropriately used on the head and neck.”  

The survey showed that GPs most commonly refer patients to dermatologists and plastic surgeons 

for skin cancer surgery outside their level of expertise. The top two main reasons for GPs to refer a 

patient for Mohs surgery were to preserve the normal tissue around skin cancers located in difficult 

sites (74%) and to treat aggressive, fast-growing skin cancers (54%). 

Dr Yiasemides says: “With Mohs surgery, the tumour is completely removed with minimal loss of 

normal surrounding tissue, leaving the smallest possible defect and ensuring a better cosmetic 

result. It incorporates each step of this process - the excision, the pathology and the repair – all of 

which are usually performed by the dermatologist.” 

Links to further information 

A-Z of Skin 

Find a local dermatologist 

For further information on the ACD, visit www.dermcoll.edu.au, or see our updates on Facebook 
Twitter at @DermatologyACD or LinkedIn 
 
ENDS 
 
About the Australasian College of Dermatologists (ACD): 
 
The ACD is the peak medical college accredited by the Australian Medical Council for the training 

and professional development of medical practitioners in the specialty of dermatology. They provide 

authoritative information about dermatology to Government, the media, other health professionals 

and the general public. 
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