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Virtually there
For the first time,
College’s ASM is
held online.

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the 53rd Annual
Scientific Meeting was
cancelled last year and
instead it was held recently
as a virtual event. Faculty
members Tony Hall and
Josie Yeatman provide
their views on this new
digital experience
(continued page 5).
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From the Chair
Dermatology is one of the most sought
after post-graduate training programs and
once again the Victorian Faculty have had
an exceptionally talented and well qualified
group of candidates applying for trainee
positions this year. Unfortunately, we cannot
interview them all.

Once we are beyond lockdowns it will
be time to think about reconnecting and
socialising with colleagues again. I would
ask that you all save 22nd October in your
diaries, as this is the date of our Faculty
Dinner.

Once we are beyond lockdowns it will
be time to think about reconnecting and
socialising with colleagues again.
Dr Jill Cargnello
Chair Vic Faculty ACD
Winter is here, and with the change in
seasons come new challenges. COVID is
making its presence felt again. The long
autumn days have been replaced by crisp,
cold and short days. Our final year trainees
have completed the written part of the
Fellowship exams and now have the oral
exams ahead. We wish them all well.

The Faculty is determined to reinvigorate
the push to establish dermatology services
and training positions. Previous efforts to
establish a position at Frankston Hospital
(Peninsula Health) were unsuccessful but
plans are afoot to rebuild the hospital, so
the time is right for another approach, and
talks have now been renewed and are well
advanced.

We have been able to secure Scott Pickett’s
restaurant “Matilda” on Domain Road, South
Yarra, which is a great venue with superb
food. I look forward to seeing you all there.
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News in Brief
President-Elect
Dr Adriene Lee
The Faculty congratulates Dr Adriene Lee
who was recently elected to the position of
President Elect of College. Adriene has been
involved in Faculty and College affairs for
many years, serving as the Faculty’s Director
of Training (2012-2015) before becoming
Chair of the National Training Committee
(2015-2018). In 2018 she was appointed
the Dean of Education and since that time
she has served as a College Board Director.

Her other roles have included Chair of the
Academic Standards Committee and the
Specilaist Training Program Taskforce and
member of the Workforce Committee, IMG
Assessment Committee, Teaching, Learning
and Curriculum Committee and the Bullying,
Discrimination and Harrassment Taskforce.
Adriene’s long-standing interest in training
matters, combined with her extensive
experience in governance and policy, stand
her in good stead to take on the position
as College’s next President.

Dr Adriene Lee

New SHI Director
of Education
Dr Aaron Robinson has recently been
appointed as the Director of Education at
the Skin Health Insitute. Education is a key
component of SHI activities, and includes
workshops for GPs, Skin School sessions for
trainees (Registrars) and Update Meetings
for Faculty members.

Dr Aaron Robinson

Baby News
Congratulations to first-time parents Edmund
Wee and his wife Stephanie, who welcomed
baby George on 3rd March. As this is Ed’s
final year of training it is proving to be a
busy year for him indeed. Also joining the
ranks of parenthood are Alice Rudd and her
husband Mark Reid, who are proud parents
of Charlotte Elizabeth, born on 22nd March.
Olivia Milne and husband Surj Lidder have
also announced the arrival of Imgoen Serena
Kaur, sister to Alexandra, who was born on
25th May.

Alice and baby Charlotte

Liv, Surj, Alexandra and baby Imogen

Ed and Steph with baby George
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News in Brief
Legacy Series – A/Prof Rosemary Nixon
Interviewed by Jenny Cahill
and Adriene Lee

The Skin Health Institute recently launched
a series of live and recorded sessions
focusing on individual Faculty members
who are considered “legends in their field”.
An interview/lecture/interview format
was chosen to cover career and personal
highlights with a mini-lecture in between.
For the first in the series A/Prof Rosemary
Nixon was interviewed by her close friends
and protégés Drs Adriene Lee and Jenny
Cahill. Friends, family, career mentors and
getting involved in community activities
were common themes, and the educational
component – a tutorial on contact dermatitis
– was a valuable collection of “clinical
pearls”.
This series of fireside chats promises to
become an entertaining and valuable record
of the careers of our colleagues and the
history of the Faculty. We thank Rosemary
for agreeing to be the subject of the first
episode and for being the brainchild of
this idea.

ODREC team 2012

First Patch Test Training Day
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Logging in
A/Prof Tony Hall and Dr Josie Yeatman report on the College
ASM (April 9-11) … streamed live into their home!

Tony: With the 53rd Annual Scientific Meeting
of our College being changed to a virtual
meeting (due to the COVID-19 pandemic),
the meeting was well attended and proved
to be a great success. Navigating the portal
was challenging at times but the online
Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) went off
without too many hitches. While at times
the sound was lost in some sessions
(temporarily), interviews with dermatologists
from around the world (London, Boston, New
York, Toronto and New Delhi) were mostly
uninterrupted and clear.
The international speakers were well chosen.
Keynote addresses from both Prof John
McGrath and Prof Celia Moss from the UK
presented concise updates on cutaneous
genetic diseases and mosaicism. Prof

McGrath later spoke on aspects of the
genetics of frontal fibrosing alopecia as
well as suggesting a new approach to
understanding this condition. The biologics
symposium featured A/Prof Ruth Ann
Vleugels from Boston who spoke on

the scabies eradication program in the
South Pacific. “Leprosy in the Kimberley:
Past, Present and Future” provided a great
insight into this current disease, reminding
all attendees that leprosy is still present
in Australia, mostly within the indigenous

Navigating the portal was challenging
at times but the online Annual Scientific
Meeting (ASM) went off without too
many hitches.
novel systemic therapies for auto-immune
diseases. I followed the infectious disease
symposium featuring our College member
Dr Dev Tilakaratne from Darwin. A/Prof
Margot Whitfeld from Sydney spoke on

population. As dupilumab is a recently PBS
listed agent in Australia, the symposium
on its use in clinical practice provided an
excellent coverage. Prof Neil Shear from
Toronto spoke on his experience in managing
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Logging in
patients with toxic epidermal necrolysis
(TEN) and serious adverse drug reactions
(SCARs).
Our Faculty member Dr Matheen Mohamed
presented an ethics discussion panel that
debated both ethical and management
issues in clinical practice. The forum on
pigmentary disorders was excellent with Prof
Somash Gupta from New Dehli explaining
how he manages patients with vitiligo in his
department. Other issues covered included
facial hypomelanosis (Dr Michelle Rodrigues,
Melbourne), the use of the excimer laser
for vitiligo (Dr Adrian Lim, Sydney) and
camouflage for the management of vitiligo
(A/Prof Adrian Mar, Melbourne). The genital
dermatology forum discussed issues of
vulval disease with a discussion of “Vulval
pain and pudendal neuralgia” by Dr Susan
Evans (gynaecologist), vulval melanosis (Dr
Priya Selva-Nayagam, Adelaide), use of a
Quality of Life Index for vulval diseases (Prof
Gayle Fischer, Sydney) and diagnostic criteria
of vulval lichen planus (Dr Michelle Wu,
Sydney).

Josie: This year’s ASM overcame many
problems and was a great meeting.
Somehow, the organisers seemed to have
had great insight into what gaps there were
in my knowledge! Highlights for me included
updates on dermatomyositis, hair conditions
and camouflage in vitiligo. I was very happy
watching the conference from the comfort of
my home, wearing my ugg boots.
I was unsure how the virtual trade display
was going to work. I decided I would
engage via the Virtual Booth Passport. This
was more fun and informative than I had
anticipated. I am still thinking that there were
subtle differences in the wording of repeated
questions and that the answers were actually

In the International Keynote Plenary Session,
Prof Neil Shear (Toronto) spoke on “What
I have learnt in the last 35 years” while A/
Prof Ruth Ann Vleugels (Harvard Medical
School, Boston) spoke on the diagnosis and
management of cutaneous dermatomyositis.
On the final day there were opposing
symposia on contact dermatitis and
melanoma followed by a Hair Symposium.
In the Hair Symposium Prof Rod Sinclair
(Melbourne) discussed the pathogenesis
of alopecia areata and an update on the
therapeutic uses of oral minoxidil and
platelet-rich plasma (PRP) injections for
hair disorders. A combined panel of hair
experts debated the management of patients
with frontal fibrosing alopecia and folliculitis
decalvans. The increasingly relevant issues
of artificial intelligence (AI) and climate
change were covered in simultaneous
sessions. The meeting closed with a second
Dermatology Panel chaired again by Dr
Matheen Mohamed where various issues
facing our profession and practice were
raised for discussion and reflection.

In summary, the College’s first virtual Annual
Scientific Meeting was a great success
due to excellent planning and organisation,
as well as the use of a professional host
(journalist Kim Skubris) and the selection of
great speakers both local and international.

Dr Tony Hall is Associate Professor at the
School of Medicine, Deakin University
and a Consultant at the Skin Health
Institute, where he established the Male
Genital Dermatology Clinic. Tony recently
published the textbook “Atlas of Male
Genital Dermatology”. He is in private
practice in Geelong.

different, leading to me not winning. Maybe
I was wrong in assuming that I was the only
person to take part!
The main negative for the virtual format
was that I missed attending the dinner and
catching up with both local and interstate
colleagues in person. I guess we are all a
little under-socialised. Maybe a few purely
social Zoom meetings could be incorporated
into the program, with breakout rooms
available if too many people come along.
Nevertheless, I still came away from ACD
ASM 53 with the top-up of enthusiasm I
usually get from the ASM. Hopefully in future
we will have the option of both live and
virtual attendance.

Dr Josie Yeatman is a Consultant at Austin
Health, Melton Health, the Royal Women’s
Hospital and the Skin Health Institute. She
also consults at Wimmera Health three
times a year. Josie is in private practice in
Greensborough.

Getting to know …
Dr Julia Rhodes
Which year did you graduate in
dermatology? Who else was in your
cohort? Where did you do your
undergraduate medical training?

in healthcare in the coming years. I enjoy
working on innovative ideas alongside my
clinical practice, and usually have a side
project or two on the go.

I sat my Fellowship exams in 2015, finishing
training in February 2016. I was privileged to
be part of a terrific cohort, sitting the exams
with Ryan De Cruz, Chris Heyes, Vanessa
Palmer, Niyati Sharma, Tahereh Taklif and
Amit Verma. I did my medical training at
the University of Western Australia, in my
hometown of Perth. I moved to Melbourne

I’m also keenly interested in sustainable
dermatology practice, and I’m a member of
the Australasian College of Dermatologists’
Environmental Sustainability Group, and
Doctors for the Environment Australia.

in 2011, initially as a stop-gap on my way
to Ireland where I planned to become an
anaesthetist. During that year I changed
my mind on two things, deciding that a)
Melbourne was home and b) I was better
suited to dermatology than anaesthesia.
I was fortunate to be accepted onto the
training program that year, and haven’t
looked back.
I know that you attend the Oral Mucosal
Clinic at SHI. Which areas of dermatology
interest you?
I enjoy all aspects of general dermatology.
The collaboration with the Oral Medicine
specialists is rewarding, and I am constantly
learning something new. I have always
found the challenge of managing patients
with immunobullous diseases interesting.
I was a grateful recipient of a Florance
Bequest Fellowship in 2016, which I used
to visit several centres in the United States
specialising in immunobullous diseases,
which was fascinating.
I’m excited about innovation in healthcare,
and was a participant in the Melbourne
Health Accelerator Program in 2019, and a
mentor in the Bendigo Health Accelerator
Program in 2020. I was impressed by the
diverse and creative ideas I encountered, and
believe we will witness disruptive changes
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and has brought much joy, laughter and
chaos to our lives!
Life with a little one is always a juggle.
Any tips on how to cope?
I may not be the best person to answer this
question, as there are plenty of registrars and
Fellows juggling more than one child, running
their own practices and more. Ask me in
October when baby number two arrives, and

I enjoy working on innovative ideas
alongside my clinical practice, and usually
have a side project or two on the go.
You became a mum early in 2019 to
Camilla. Tell us how this has changed
your life!
I never appreciated the value of time until
Camilla was born: both the astonishing
scarcity of it, and the precious nature of it, as
children change so fast. Camilla has been a
wonderful teacher in cultivating presence,

I might have a more informed answer!
I’m lucky to have a very supportive husband
whose work is flexible, and a doting motherin-law who lives nearby. My husband and
I ensure we have a day off together every
couple of weeks, without Camilla or devices,
to reconnect and have some fun.

Getting to know …
Dr Julia Rhodes
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keeping active, and swim or run every
morning. I love cooking and enthusiastically
embrace fads, and usually have a batch
of kombucha and sauerkraut fermenting
away. I didn’t get around to trying my
hand at sourdough last year, but give us
another lockdown and I might just! I’m also
a member of the Melbourne branch of the
non-profit The Life You Can Save. Meeting
the founder, philosopher Peter Singer, was
the one time in my life when I have been
starstruck.
Finally, could you tell us about a book
you have read lately?

Do you have time for any hobbies at the
moment? What do you like to do, if you
have some spare time (apart from being
Honorary Secretary of the Victorian
Faculty!)?
I’m an avid reader, and am a member of a
book club which meets regularly. I enjoy

The Vanishing Half by Britt Bennett tells the
story of identical African American twins –
one who runs away from home and spends
her life living as a white woman, the other
who lives her life as a woman of colour. It
is beautifully written and offers a sensitive
insight into issues of ethnicity, identity and
the meaning of family.

Dr Julia Rhodes is a Consultant at the
Alfred Hospital and the Skin Health
Institute, and she works private sessions
in Blackburn, Kew and Frankston. She
has served as the Faculty’s Honoary
Secretary since 2016.
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New premises
The outer eastern suburbs of Melbourne are now well serviced with the opening of two new practices in Ringwood East and Croydon.

Melbourne Skin & Dermatology

Mebourne Eastside Dermatology

Chris Jalilian has opened new rooms in Ringwood East,
at 49 Mount Dandenong Road. The clinic has full-body UVB
facilities and hand/foot UVB will be available in the future.
Chris’ other practice is at G3/1165 Stud Road, Rowville.
All appointments & enquiries: ph. 8595 4288;

Des Gan has opened new rooms in Croydon, at 321 Mount
Dandenong Road. The clinic has full-body and hand/foot
UVB facilities. Des’ other practice is at 210 Canterbury Road,
Blackburn South. All appointments & enquiries:
ph. 9878 6813; fax 8888 9932

Email: info@dermatology.melbourne
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Calendar of Events 2021
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JUNE
Date		 Time					 Venue			 Topic/Speaker
9th		
7.30pm		
Legacy Series –
via Zoom			
Subject: A/Prof Anthony Hall		
(Wednesday)			
My Professional Journey				
Interviewer: Joshua Elakis
										

JULY
Date		 Time					 Venue			 Topic/Speaker
17th		
10.00am		
Monash Clinical Meeting via Zoom
					
(Saturday)		 					
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