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Message
from the President

O

n behalf of your College,
it is my honour to formally
congratulate our Graduates and
Award winners from the past year. Our
presentation ceremony, usually held at
the ASM and followed by the John Reid
Oration, is the most important event on
the College calendar. These celebrations
were curtailed by the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions once again in 2021,
but it is important we continue to mark
the achievements of the new Graduates
(the future of your College), and the
Award winners whose hard work has
strengthened College over recent times.
These recipients are recognised at a
time when collegiality, College education
delivery, and its ability to provide support
to both its Fellows and community, has
been truly tested.
Highlighting diversity within College,
the new Fellows congratulated
below come from many and varied
backgrounds, all with a story to tell of the
challenges they have overcome to attain
Fellowship.
The Award recipients have
demonstrated that they have grasped the
responsibility of this honour, taking their
Fellowship to a higher level by excelling
in their service to patients, colleagues,

community, College and the profession.
All of those feted in this communication
have partners, family and friends who
have no doubt provided endless support
that underpins the difficult journey of our
Graduates and Award winners. Many
of those supporters have sacrificed
things themselves and for this they are
recognised and share in the credit of our
high achievers.
I particularly encourage our new
Graduates to make their Fellowship a
springboard to greater things. Whether it
be in research, or participating in many
of College’s activities or roles, teaching
our trainees, or purely treating patients
on a daily basis with the compassion,
integrity and enthusiasm that befits a
Fellow of the Australasian College of
Dermatologists. Your teachers, mentors
and all College Fellows trust you to make
the most of your opportunities.
While we were unable to celebrate this
important milestone in the usual way, I
congratulate you and celebrate with all
recipients your achievements, and wish
you well as you continue a challenging
and rewarding life in dermatology.
A/Prof David Francis
President
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New Fellows
ELECTED FOLLOWING THE 2020 EXAMINATIONS

Dr Sudha Anish

Dr Charlotte Forrest

Dr Parastoo Banan

Dr Aakriti Gupta

Dr Sarath Bodapati

Dr Shelley Ji Eun Hwang

Dr Cassandra Chaptini

Dr Jesse Johnston

Dr Deanne Choi

Dr Francis Lai

Dr Shikha Chugh

Dr Chloe Lim

Dr Carolina Cordoba
Rincon

Dr Natalie Ling
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New Fellows
ELECTED FOLLOWING THE 2020 EXAMINATIONS

Dr Priska McDonald

Dr Eshini Perera

Dr Rowena Meani

Dr Lucy Kate Pitney

Dr Fiona Menz

Dr Casey Rowe

Dr Jeremy Ng

Dr Sarah Smithson

Dr Diana Norris

Dr Vivian Tng

Dr Glenn Parham

Dr Chen (Charles) Xie
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New Fellows
ELECTED UNDER CLAUSE 3.2 OF THE COLLEGE CONSTITUTION*

Dr Bevin Bhoyrul

Dr Ana Isabel Rodriguez
Bandera

Dr Koraisha Hoosen

Dr Wei Min Aaron Tan

Dr Juliana Junger

Dr Lara Trindade De
Carvalho

* Fellows who have completed training and

Dr Nekma Meah

examination program (or equivalent) elected by
approval of the Board

FELLOWS ADMITTED TO ACD REGISTER OF MOHS MICROGRAPHIC SURGEONS

Dr Arif Aslam

Dr Andrew Freeman

Dr Niamh O’Sullivan
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Prize Winners
AUSTRALASIAN COLLEGE OF
DERMATOLOGISTS TRAVELLING
FELLOWSHIP FOR 2020

Dr Francis Lai
FOUNDERS’ MEDAL FOR
PROCEDURAL DERMATOLOGY
FOR 2020

Dr Ludi Ge
KEN PAVER MEDAL FOR MEDICAL
DERMATOLOGY FOR 2020

Dr Francis Lai
KOSSARD AWARD FOR
DERMATOPATHOLOGY FOR 2020

Dr Casey Rowe
ADRIAN JOHNSON AWARD FOR
2020

Dr Matthew Howard “Acral
lentiginous melanoma:
Clinicopathologic and survival
differences according to tumour
location”
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Award Recipients
SILVER MEDAL

Dr William Ryman
CERTIFICATE OF
MERITORIOUS SERVICE

Dr Kerry Crotty
A/Prof Robert Kelly
Dr Karen Koh
Dr Lynda Spelman
Dr Bruce Tate
BELISARIO AWARD
FOR ACADEMIC
DERMATOLOGY

Prof Diona Damian
ACD INTERNATIONAL
OUTREACH AWARD

Dr Claire Grills
MERVYN GOLD, OAM,
AWARD

Dr Perry Wilson
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Biographies of Award Recipients

RECIPIENT OF SILVER MEDAL

Dr William Ryman
Dr William Ryman is a worthy recipient of the Silver Medal of
the Australasian College of Dermatologists - its highest honour.
Dr William (Bill) Ryman has served College
and the speciality of dermatology in a number
of varied capacities over the decades.
He obtained his Fellowship in 1988, and
was appointed Honorary Treasurer four years
later in 1992, a position he held for seven
years.
Bill also became the treasurer for the 19th
World Congress of Dermatology, ensuring
its financial success. He was subsequently
a Board member and Treasurer of Australian
Dermatology Research and Education
Foundation (subsequently Epiderm) for nine
years.
Heavily involved in registrar training and
supervision at the Children’s Hospital, Royal
North Shore Hospital (RNSH) and The Skin
Hospital, he established a Mohs surgery
unit, the only one in the public system in
Australia at RNSH. Here he was able to
teach dermatologic surgery to a generation

of trainees.
Bill has also provided consultation services
to many public hospitals that do not have a
dermatology department such as Hornsby,
Manly and Bankstown. He also continues
to provide a regular dermatology service
to the Royal Military College, Duntroon, in
Canberra.
His work with College has been
extensive including serving on several
College committees over the years. He
has maintained his radiotherapy licence
and is currently the radiotherapy adviser
to College. Bill has been involved with the
College journal, the Australasian Journal of
Dermatology (AJD), for a decade, including a
recent four year term as Editor-in-Chief.
Bill has undertaken all of these activities
quietly and efficiently, and over the years
has been a great mentor to many of our
registrars and colleagues.
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RECIPIENTS OF CERTIFICATE OF MERITORIOUS SERVICE

Dr Kerry Crotty
Dr Kerry Crotty has served
as a Convenor for several
Annual Scientific Meetings and
Australasian Dermatopathology
Society Meetings, helping Fellows
to expand their knowledge
in both dermatology and
dermatopathology.
She is committed to registrar teaching
in dermatopathology, and there are many
dermatology registrars in NSW who owe
their understanding of this topic to Kerry.
As well as supervising several Masters
and PhD students, Kerry has also been a
dedicated Examiner for the Australasian
College of Dermatologists since 2012,
as well as the Head Dermatopathology
Examiner since 2015.
Kerry has made important contributions
to the development of Medical Guidelines,
especially in pathology services. She has
authored dermoscopy textbooks and book
chapters, particularly on desmoplastic
melanomas. She has sat on Federal
Government Advisory Committees and
provided input on quality assurance.

Dr Karen Koh
Dr Karen Koh has contributed to
the South Australia Faculty and to
College in many capacities since
obtaining her FACD in 2005.
She has been both Honorary Secretary
and Chair of the SA Faculty, and was the
convener of the 2009 ASM. She has served
on the National Selection Panel, as well as
College’s Reading List Review Committee
and College’s Ethics Committee.
Karen is a senior Visiting Medical Officer
at Adelaide’s Women’s and Children’s
Hospital and at Royal Adelaide Hospital
where she has been a teacher, supervisor,
and mentor to a generation of registrars
and medical students.
She has frequently given presentations at
Grand Rounds and has given dermatology
lectures to General Practitioners, nurses
and pharmacists. She has also regularly
made herself available to the media to
discuss dermatology related issues.
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A/Prof Robert
Kelly
A/Prof Robert Kelly has been
heavily involved with many
clinical and administrative
roles both for his hospital and
for College.
After obtaining Fellowship of the
Australasian College of Dermatologists
in 1991, Rob became Secretary of the
Victoria Faculty from 1995-1999. He then
became Chair of the Victoria Faculty from
2003-2004 and remained on the executive
until stepping down in 2018. He joined the
ACD Corporate Governance taskforce from
2004-2005 and was later elected to the
Board of Directors for two terms (6 years)
during which time he was Chair of the Audit
and Risk Committee (2016-2018).
Rob has been the head of Clinical
Dermatology at St Vincent’s Hospital
Melbourne since 2008 where he is
extensively engaged in clinical teaching and
research. His research interests include
inflammatory ulceration and wound healing
for which he established a specialist clinic
at St Vincent’s Hospital and has over 30
publications in peer reviewed journals,
along with a co-authored chapter (106) in
Bolognia’s Dermatology.
The University of Melbourne conferred
Rob as Associate Professor (clinical)
in 2019. Rob served on the scientific
steering committee in 2015 and has
lectured regularly both in Australia and
internationally.

Dr Lynda Spelman
Dr Lynda Spelman graduated
from University of Queensland
(UQ) in 1983 and obtained her
FACD in 1994.
Lynda’s interest in research has remained
a significant focus of her practice both
through investigator driven studies and
pharma supported trials that have formed
the basis of the TGA approval in Australia
for many drugs now being available for
complex dermatological conditions.
Subsequently, her research focus has
encouraged junior doctors to become
involved in the field of dermatological
research and publication.
Lynda has always had a commitment
to Veterans and Australian Defence Force
health. In 1994 she joined the Visiting
Medical Officer staff at Greenslopes
Repatriation Hospital.
In 1999 Lynda was instrumental in
forming the committee to establish the
not-for-profit Queensland Skin and Cancer
Foundation (QSCF). The QSCF’s initial role
of supporting registrar publications rapidly
expanded to support an entire department
and eventually became the Queensland
Institutute of Dermatology (QIDerm). Under
Lynda’s guidance as the Chair, QIDerm has
progressively expanded its role in training.
QIDerm was integral in the establishment
of the UQ Chair of Dermatology in
Queensland and this has resulted in a
close and enduring relationship between
UQ, QIDerm and the ACD Queensland
Faculty, promoting research and supporting
registrar training.
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Dr Bruce Tate
Dr Bruce Tate has been extensively involved in
College and hospital activities over the past 25 years
after obtaining his ACD Fellowship in 1995 (having
previously been awarded his PhD in 1992).
Since 1997 Bruce has been a visiting
specialist at the Western Hospital and
has run the patch testing clinic at the
Skin Health Institute (SHI, formerly Skin
and Cancer Foundation). He has been an
enthusiastic and approachable teacher
to dermatology registrars throughout this
period.
Bruce served on the Scientific Advisory
Committee for College from 1998-2000 and
was a member of the Board of the SHI from
1999-2003 before becoming Treasurer in
2004. In 2007 Bruce became Director of
Training for the Victoria Faculty, a position
he held until 2009.
He moved on to become the Victorian

Censor in the National Examinations
Committee from 2011 to 2015 before taking
over the role of Chief Censor, stepping
down in August 2016. This involved
overseeing the exam process in that year
to ensure that the rigorous examination
process candidates go through is fair and
reflects the high standards of College.
Bruce currently Chairs the COVID-19
Taskforce that was urgently established
in 2020 which helps inform and educate
College members on the rapidly changing
landscape of dermatology during the
pandemic. Through all his roles Bruce
has served with great distinction and
characteristic humility.
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RECIPIENT OF BELISARIO AWARD FOR ACADEMIC DERMATOLOGY

Professor Diona Damian
The 2020 recipient of the Belisario Award for Academic
Dermatology is Professor Diona Damian in recognition
of her remarkable achievements in clinical, translational
and laboratory research.
Professor Diona Damian is a Clinical
Academic in Dermatology at The University
of Sydney and at Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital. She is also an Associate of the
Melanoma Institute Australia.
Her translational program of research over
the past 26 years has focused on the role of
skin immunity in the causation, prevention
and treatment of skin cancer. Diona is
a role model for her “bench to bedside”
research, with the design, implementation
and supervision of a major translational
research program relating to skin cancer
chemoprevention by nicotinamide.
Over the past 15 years Diona has led the
University’s nicotinamide chemoprevention
work from laboratory-based and preclinical
in vivo studies through Phase 2 and Phase
3 clinical trials. The clinical data has been
supported by a large body of work to
explain nicotinamide’s mechanisms of
action. This investigator-initiated research
program has entailed collaborations
with disciplines spanning dermatology,
immunology, tissue pathology, biostatistics,
epidemiology, psycho-oncology, transplant
medicine and laboratory science. This

ground breaking body of work led to a New
England Journal of Medicine publication in
2015. This landmark publication by Diona
and her team led to the rapid translation of
nicotinamide chemoprevention into clinical
practice in Australia and internationally.
Beyond research, Diona has contributed
greatly to the field of dermatology as a
teacher and mentor. She has been central
to dermatology teaching for University of
Sydney medical students since 2002, and
designs and delivers the bulk of tutorial
teaching and all assessment in dermatology
at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital. She has
been primary supervisor to 14 postgraduate
research students, most of whom are now
practising as dermatologists or completing
dermatology Fellowship training.
Diona was also the Convenor for the
Australasian College of Dermatologists 41st
Annual Scientific Meeting in Sydney in 2008.
The award recognises Diona’s unique
capacity to bridge the gap between clinical
practice and basic scientific research
that is yielding significant benefits to the
community in the form of improved health
outcomes.
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RECIPIENT OF MERVYN GOLD,
OAM, AWARD

Dr Perry Wilson
RECIPIENT OF INTERNATIONAL
OUTREACH AWARD

Dr Claire Grills
Dr Claire Grills began working
in dermatology in North India
while she was a dermatology
registrar in Oxford in 2007.
Claire has visited regularly
since then.
She established the Uttarakhand
Dermatology Treatment and Research
Centre and has developed partnerships
with Nossal Institute, International
Foundation of Dermatology, the Brunet
Institute and The Royal Children’s
Hospital to help with this work.
Claire became a FACD in 2010 and
has arranged regular visits involving
Australian dermatologists and trainees
to support the dermatology centre.
Her work has focused on training local
healthcare workers, research and
publications, as well as providing direct
specialist dermatology care face-to-face
and with Telehealth.

Dr Perry Wilson was born in
Brisbane where he completed his
schooling, medical degree and
dermatology training.
In 1992, after a year in Sydney where
he completed his Mohs Fellowship, and
three months in Philadelphia, he moved to
Toowoomba where he has been ever since,
initially working with Dr John Coates, and now as
a solo dermatologist, since John retired in 2018.
Toowoomba is a regional city with a
population of 150,000, however Perry also
services a huge referral base of southern
Queensland and northern NSW. Perry
established Australia’s first rural based Mohs
unit, and because of the vast distances people
travel to be treated over 90% have their surgery
on the day they are seen. Perry also travelled
regularly to Mount Isa to provide a general
dermatology service.
Perry has continued to be involved in College
affairs including two terms as QLD Director of
Training, and member, Secretary, then Chair
of College’s Mohs Committee. He has also
served on College’s House Committee and
Surgical Committee as well as the Consensus
Group on Procedural Items. Perry has also
contributed to his local community in various
capacities including President of the Friends of
St Vincents, and President of the Downs Club
Toowoomba.
Perry is a worthy recipient of the Mervyn Gold
OAM award for services to the rural community.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

Dr Genevieve
Bennett FRCPA

HONORARY FELLOW

A/Prof Marius
Rademaker FRCPA

Dr Genevieve Bennett is an
anatomical pathologist in Canberra
who has undertaken the lion’s
share of dermatopathology for the
Territory for over 20 years. The
service that she provides reflects
her dedication to quality care.

A/Prof Marius Rademaker
is a highly regarded
researcher and administrator
who has made significant
contributions to the specialty
of dermatology and to College
over many years.

Genevieve is also a dedicated, patient and
inspirational teacher in dermatopathology.
In recognition of her work she was the
recipient of the Royal Australian College of
Pathologists Outstanding Teaching Award
in 2020. Of particular interest to College
however is the teaching that she provides
for the dermatology trainees in Canberra.
She undertook this additional task on top
of an already heavy teaching workload. The
trainees have been universal in their acclaim
for her teaching style and dedication, her
willingness to provide informal instruction on
difficult cases, as well as conducting regular
weekly teaching sessions.
Genevieve also provides support for
a number of Multidisciplinary Teams in
Canberra, including the Dermatology/
Rheumatology/Immunology team and the
Melanoma team.
Genevieve is a worthy recipient of
Associate Fellowship of College in
recognition of her ongoing years of service to
our specialty.

Marius has over 120 publications in peer
reviewed journals, many in the Australasian
Journal of Dermatology (AJD), and has
been invited to present at 226 speaking
engagements around the world. Marius has
also been a reviewer for many of the world’s
leading dermatology publications.
Born in the Netherlands, Marius completed
his medical and dermatology training in the
UK, and moved to New Zealand 30 years
ago where he then obtained his FRACP in
dermatology.
Marius has been involved with, and has
an intimate knowledge of, College’s training
program having been involved as an external
dermatologist in a previous AMC review of
College’s training.
Marius has long supported College’s
journal, the AJD, as a contributor, reviewer,
member of the editorial board for 19 years,
and an additional four-year term as Editorin-Chief. In recognition of this tremendous
contribution to our College and our specialty
Marius is awarded an Honorary FACD.
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